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CONPIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 2943 

E.O. II652: GDS 
TAGS: PPOR, SY, ET, US 

SUBJECT: ERITREAN REQUEST POR DIALOGUE 

REF: (A) STATE 1 0028 1, (B) ADDIS ABABA 2792, (C) JIDDA 3268 

1. SOME ERITREAN REPRESENTATIVES ARE PERMANENTLY ASSIGNED 
TO DAMASCUS AND OTHERS REGULARLY TRANSIT SYRIAN CAPITAL. 

ELF MAINTAINS OFFICE HERE AND WE OBTAIN REPORTS OP ELF 
ACTIVITIES FROM ITALIAN EMBOFF WHO MEETS WITH THEM. SYRIAN 
MEDIA PUBLICIZE VISITS TO DAMASCUS OF ELF LEADER AHMAD NASSIR 
AND HIS TALKS WITH SARG AND BAATH PARTY OPFICIALS. PLP 
LEADER OSMAN SABBE ALSO MAINTAINS RESIDENCE IN DAMASCUS, 

AND AS DEPARTMENT WILL RECALL, EMBOPF MET WITH SABBE ON 
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INSTRUCTIONS IN 1976 AS PART OP USG EPPORTS TO OBTAIN 
RELEASE OF AMERICAN PRISONERS HELD BY ERITREANS. (SABBE 
CONVERSATION REPORTED 76 DAMASCUS 414 NOTAL.) 

2. OUR MEETING WITH SABBE WAS ARRANGED BY SYRIAN INTER- 
MEDIARY WHOSE USEFULNESS AS POINT OP CONTACT WITH 
ERITREANS WAS SUGGESTED TO US BY MPA OPPICIAL RESPONSIBLE 
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FOR AMERICAN AFFAIRS. WHEN MEETING ARRANGED, IT WAS ON 
UNDERSTANDING THAT THIS WAS EXCEPTION TO OUR NORMAL POLICY 
OF NOT MEETING WITH ERITREAN REPS. THIS WAS MADE CLEAR 
BECAUSE SABBE AND INTERMEDIARY BOTH ENQUIRED ABOUT POSSIBILITY 
OF FUTURE CONTACTS. WE REPEATED OUR POSITION TO SYRIAN 
PHOTOGRAPHER WHO HAD MET WITH CAPTIVES IN ERITREA AND WHOM 
DEPT REQUESTED WE APPROACH TO RAISE ISSUE OF RETURN TRIP TO 
ETITREA TO MEET HIS ERITREAN CONTACTS, AND WHO ENQUIRED 
WHETHER WE WOULD MEET WITH LOCAL ERITREAN REPS. ITALIAN 
EMBOFF HAS ALSO TOLD US ELF OFFICIALS IN DAMASCUS OFFICE 
WOULD LIKE TO MEET WITH EMBASSY REPS, BUT WE HAVE CONSISTENTLY 
REITERATED POLICY AGAINST SUCH MEETINGS WHENEVER SUBIECT 
WAS RAISED. 

3. WE HAVE REVIEWED THESE PAST ACTIONS FOR TWO REASONS: 

FIRST, DAMASCUS HAS PROVED OF SOME USEFULNESS AS A LISTENING 
POST REGARDING ERITREANS. WE HAVE ALREADY ESTABLISHED 
PRECEDENT OF MEETING WITH AN ERITREAN LEADER HERE (SABBE), 

AND INFORMED SARG OFFICIALLY THAT MEETING HAD TAKEN PLACE 
(WE ARE CERTAIN SARG SECURITY FULL INFORMED OF THESE CONTACTS 
BY OUR INTERMEDIARIES). AT NO TIME DID SARG RAISE ANY OBJECTION 
TO OUR EFFORTS. SINCE EVERYONE OF CONSEQUENCE INVOLVED 
LOCALLY IN ERITREAN ISSUE KNOWS OUR PREVIOUS POSITION ON 
ANY FURTHER DIRECT OR INDIRECT APPROACHES FROM ERITREANS IN 
DAMASCUS. WE HAVE NO REASON TO BELIEVE, HOWEVER, THAT ERITREANS 
LESS INTERESTED IN MEETING WITH US NOW THAN IN PAST. FOR 
EXAMPLE, TIME CORRESPONDENT WILTON WYNN WAS ENTHUSIASTICALLY 
RECEIVED BY LOCAL ERITREANREPS DURING RECENT VISIT TO 
DAMASCUS. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 DAMASC 02943 091452Z 


4. GIVEN THIS BACKGROUND, IT MIGHT BE BENEFICIAL FOR US IN 
LOW KEY WAY TO INFORM FOREIGN MINISTRY AND PERHAPS OTHERS 
WHO HAVE REGULARLY DISCUSSED ERITREAN MATTERS WITH US OF 
U.S. POLICY AS STATED PARA 2 REF A. WHETHER OR NOT SUCH 
AN EXPRESSION REACHED ERITREAN REPRESENTATIVES IN DAMASCUS 
(WE BELIEVE IT WOULD), IT WOULD BE WELCOMED BY SARG WHICH 
HAS LONG AND STRONGLY SUPPORTED ERITREAN LIBERATION MOVEMENT 
AND COULD SERVE TO IMPROVE ATMOSPHER OF OUR POLITICAL DIALOGUE 
ON OTHER SUBJECTS. DEPARTMENT VIEWS REQUESTED. 

PELLETREAU 
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